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As you receive this issue of 
the Beacon we are preparing 
to celebrate the 4th of July. 
Early in our nation's history 
the role of organized religion 
was unclear. In 1773 some 
Baptists were languishing in a 
Virginia jail for refusing to pay a tax to support 
Anglican (Episcopalian) clergy. Yes in the early days 
of the Union clergy continued to be on the State 
payroll just like in England where they came from. 
This unsettled a young James Madison. In the end he 
joined forces with Thomas Madison in an effort to 
have Church and State separation. 

Their first effort was in Virginia where they worked 
with others in the framing of the Virginia 
Constitution. The year was 1776. The aforementioned 
tax for clergy was lifted off the shoulders of 
dissenters like the Baptists and Quakers, but not 
without dissent. Patrick Henry argued for a general 
assessment on all citizens of Virginia to support 
Christianity as the established religion of Virginia. 
Madison argued that to support any religion was 
outside the scope of limited government.  

That reasoning won over many Virginians. Anglicans, 
Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists signed a 
petition drafted by Madison ending Patrick Henry's 
idea of establishing Christianity as the official 
religion of Virginia. What a different United States 
this would be if Henry's idea had not failed. Jefferson 
then proposed a bill for religious freedom giving 
every person the right to worship if and when they 
choose. 

From Virginia to the Constitutional Convention there 
was little difference in the fight that was ahead. 
Critics of the proposed Constitution warned that 
abolishing religious tests would allow Catholics, 
Quakers and Muslims to become federal officers. 
Presbyterians with this fear went to George 
Washington saying the Constitution failed to 
acknowledge the True God and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent. Washington replied, "The path to true piety 
is so plain as to require but little political direction." 
Well said George. 

In the end the first Amendment was added to the 
Constitution but not until 1791. It states in part, 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” While there have continued to be 
issues that make clear the matter is unsettled, this is 
the finest word of our Founding Fathers. 

Your right to worship God in the manner that you 
choose is a highly prized gift. It’s our freedom. It is 
enough to make you show up at church. 

   Happy 4th of July, 

        Pastor Jim 

Please remember the following in your prayers: 

Margaret Alfonso Lisa Ladner 
Sally Boulay Al Littell 
Cono Caranna Jamie McKenzie 
Matthew Favre Maria Meador 
Family of Martin & Christine Poston 
   Jerry Gaspar-Norman David & Pat Ray 
Alice Gaston Judy Sawyer 
Chris Hathaway Robert White 
Katherine Justice Marsha Willett 

Al Littell  – 2nd Tal Flurry – 20th 
John Cox – 5th Clay Hill – 21st 
Jim Hightower – 8th Petey Braud – 28th 
Montanna Falks – 14th Chloe Ramsay – 30th 
Anna Favre – 20th

Our readers for the 
Month of July are: 

7th – Tal Flurry 21st – Susan Littell 
 14th – Keith Cox 28th – Linda Osburn 



On June 15, 2019 Judy and 
Terry Dill celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary 
by holding a Vows Renewal 
Service. It was officiated by 

Dr. Charles Holland, the 
same pastor who originally 

married them 50 years ago. The 
service was followed by a 

wonderful reception hosted by their 
daughters Kimberly Plata and Janette Parker at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church’s Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

         

Vacation Bible School runs from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Monday, July 8th through Friday, July 12th. We are 
again joining with Grace Lutheran Church to present a 
joint Vacation Bible School at their facility (19221 
Pineville Rd, Long Beach, MS 39560). This year will 
have a camping theme titled “God’s Back Yard.” Pre-
Registration forms are available on their website at 
http://www.gracelongbeach.com/docs/VBS_Registrati
on_Form_2019.pdf. You may also contact Grace 
Lutheran Church at (228) 864-4248. 

 

Our LBPC Food Pantry is now in 
its third month of operation. In 
June we assisted 12 households 
containing a total of 30 people. If 
you encounter anyone in Long 
Beach who is in need of food, the 

rules are simple. People must be residents of Long 
Beach, MS and be able to verify that by providing 
something like a recent utility bill or piece of mail 
along with a photo ID. We allow one pick-up of food 
per month per household.  

 

 

Pictured above is our very own Linda Osburn 
receiving the Superhero of the Young Child award at 
the June 17th Hancock County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. Linda is a retired educator, an active member 
of RSVP, a tutor in the Bay-Waveland School District, 
and active member of the Excel by 5 Steering 
Committee and Coalition. She also serves as the 
Chairperson for the Excel by 5 Rubber Ducky Summer 
Reading Program. Thank you for all your hard work 
Linda!!!

We are still providing support to 
the Long Beach Community 
Food Pantry. They are able to 
purchase canned goods through 
the USDA for only $.17 a can. 
Therefore, donations of food in boxes or other 
packages such as boxed potatoes, pasta, dry beans, 
Hamburger Helper, sugar, flower, cake mixes, frosting, 
etc. are needed more than canned goods. Your 
contributions of non-perishable food items help them 
provide support to those in Long Beach and beyond. 
Please contribute by placing your donations in the 
basket at the front of the sanctuary. Those donations 
are then delivered to LBCFP. 
Suggested items include but are not limited to peanut butter, jam, 
rice, dried beans, baby foods, snacks, fruit juice, raisins, soda 
crackers, cereal, tea, coffee, baking items, flour, honey, salt, 
pepper, spices, sugars, ketchup, mustard, relishes, spaghetti sauce, 
dry pastas, puddings, cake and cookie mixes, cheese 
whiz/Velveeta, macaroni and cheese, diapers and formula.  

 

HELP! HELP! We need YOU to 
help us by bringing in items that 
could be used by homeless 
individuals such as soap, 
deodorant, granola bars, 
toothbrushes (individually 
factory packaged), toothpaste, 
hand towels, washrags, socks, 
and reusable water bottles. 

 

Looking for an alternative to writing a check? We are 
now accepting donations through PayPal. Go to 
http://tinyurl.com/LBPC228 and PayPal will process 
your donation without charging us any fees. All 
donations through this PayPal program are tax 
deductible and a receipt will be generated that you can 
print at home. 

 

.  

 In June we received $652.00 for our outreach 
offering which was divided equally between Long 
Beach Outreach, Rebekah’s House and the Gulf 
Coast Center for Nonviolence.  
 

 The A/C system on the east side of the building has 
been failing for the last year will be replaced by the 
end of June at a cost of just under $12,000. 
 

 The next Session Meeting will be on July 21, 2019 
immediately after worship. 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Income Expenses Difference
May 2019 $ 5,625.37 $ 5,309.58 $ 315.79
YTD 2019 $ 32,497.37 $ 30,646.13 $ 1,851.24

 

 

 

   Find us online at 

   http://LBPCUSA.org 
 

Visit our Facebook page at 
http://Facebook.com/LBPCUSA.

 


